The council is located in ae of the 


most beautiful areas of the Oeste. 
The city of Torres Vedras is 40 km 
north of Lisboa (A8) and 15 km 


-from the coast. ' 
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FÊTES, FAIRS Leisure ACTIVITIES 


AND RELI GIOUS ° Beach and water sports, surfing, bodyboarding, longboarding, windsur- 
fing, tennis, golf, shooting club, hang. gliding, 


FESTI VALS paragliding, walks along the Linhas de Te orres, 
e Torres Vedras Carnival horse-riding centres, thalassotherapy on the 
— February/March Porto Novo Beach. 


o Feira de Sao Pedro (fair) i `e Santa Cruz Aerodrome — centre for several 
- Torres Vedras — June/July activities, including aircraft trips. 

e Tasquinhas de São João e Golf. 

(festival) - Turcifal - June - Clube de Golle do Vimeiro, at the tourist: 

e Wine Festival - Torres Vedras : complex of the same name, currently with 9 
- May oe holes, It is currently undergoing development 

e Joaquim Agostinho Trophy / and conversion into an 18-hole course. 
Grand Prix Torres Vedras ; 
International Cycling - July’ 

~~ Summer Carnival - Santa Cruz 
- July 

e Show.jumping — International 
Show-jumping Contest of 
Vimeiro - Porto Novo - July 


- Campo Real - New 18. hole championship gole course and tourist com- 
plex, close to Tuell. 


HANDICRAFT 
The main handicraft activities of Torres Vedras. . 
include decorative Ahad tradition i 


e Ethnographical Cortege - 
Santa Cruz - 15 August 


GASTRONOMY 


- The gastronomy of the region is 
dominated by typical country dishes. Anong the intl 
restaurants in the council one can find a wide’ range of culinary 
specialities, especially pork, stewed veal, roast goat, lamb stews and 
game dishes. 

Equally delicious are the local sweets: Don't miss the opportunity to try the 
famous Pastéis de Feijão. 

Five Restaurants are recommended that took part in the gastronomy contest Concurso 


— Gastronomia a Património Nacional organised by the National Tourist Board in 2002: 
Adega do Miguel .....telef 261 331 455 


Barracão ...........telef 261 324 908 
Chez Bernard ..... .. telef 261 932 716 
Império Jardim ...... telef 261 314 232 
Lampido ............telef 261 951 142 


Moinho do Paul ......telef 261 323 696 
ce Camelo...........telef 261 981 738 
Os Barrigunhas ...... telef 261 331 271 
Os Severianos ....... telef 261 982 130 
Trás d’Orelha........ telef 261 326 018 
Vela d’'Ouro......... telef 261 931 933 
Contacts: 
Tourist Information: Rua 9 de Abril — 2560-301 Torres Vedras 
Tel: 261 314 094 / 261 310 483 — Fax: 261 314 094 


e-mail: turismo@cm-tvedras.pt — www.cm-tvedras.pt 


The council is located in one of the 


most beautiful areas of the Oeste. 
The city of Torres Vedras is 40 km 
pot of Lisboa (A8) and 15 km 


from the coast. 


 Charactensed bya a varied land. 
scape, it has an area of 410 km’, 

20 parishes and a population of 70 
thousand people. 

- Located in an essentially wine- -pro- 

ducing region, the council has 20 

km of seafront, of ‘outstanding 
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HISTORY THE OUTSKIRTS 
Not far from the city, the ancient castle, Castro do Zambujal, a fortified village from the 
Chalcolithic period (2500 BC); Convento de Santo António, in Varatojo (15" century); 
Palacio de D. Maria Francisca Benedita, in Runa (19" century); Igreja de Santa Maria 
Madalena (17" century) and Capela do Espirito Santo, in Turcifal; Igreja de Sdo Pedro, 
in Dois Portos (16" century); Santuário do Calvário, in Matacães (panoramic view); 
Quinta das Lapas, in Monte Redondo (17"/18" century manor); windmill Moinho de 
Vento dos Caixeiros, on the road to Santa Cruz beach. 


While vestiges of this council testify the presence of man since remote times, Torres Vedras is 
replete with historical remnants dating from the 12* century onwards, at the time of its conquest 
from the Moors by King Afonso Henriques. 

The creation of the council, according to some authors, dates back to the kingdom of this monarch 
-the ‘frst king of Portugal, although its charter i is dated 1250, i in the 

time of King Afonso lll, and later reformed by King Manuel |, in 


1510. 
Torres Vedras is the backdrop of memorable events in THE CITY f 
i the history of Portugal, such as when it was the Around the castle the historical cen- 
venue for a meeting between King João | tre, with its narrow medieval streets, 
and his Council in 1413, where the hide delightful sites to visit here and 
| decision was taken to send out the there: Igreja de Santa Maria do 
i Ceuta expedition, which Castelo (12* century), Paços do 
proved to be the start of Concelho (Town Hall); Igreja da 
"the Portuguese maritime Misericórdia (17"-century harid- 
a enan toser ola the painted tiles); Igreja de São Pedro a 
historical events, none surpassed (rebuilt in the 16 century); Chafariz 
the heroic defence against Napoleon's dos Canos (14" century); Convento 
invading troops (1808-1810). After da Graça and Municipal Museum. 
j defeats in the battles of Rolica and : EY iN Pate À 
4 Ae Vimeiro, the invader would finally Suc- 1- Termas Dos Cucos 
cumb to the complex defensive strategy orae e e ~ These Spas are located in the valley of Cucos and form an architectural 
known as the: Linhasideilones Vendras Sono hash Met complex worthy of a visit, with natural surroundings of rare beauty: gar- 


“dens, woods and nis The spas are especially known for their “hot 
mud” treatments. 


(vast group of fortifications), with the 
precious help of the Duke of Wellington. 
Among this complex of strongholds, the 
fort Forte de São Vicente, located on the 

summit of one of the highest hills that 
encircle the valley where the city is loca- 
tedisa precious testament to careful 
preservation. 


2 - TORRES VEDRAS CASTLE 
According to Pinho Leal, the original forti- 
fication of Torres Vedras was built by the 
Goths or Alanos, and later rebuilt and 
enlarged by the Moors. 

However, the cement that lines one of the 
cisterns and several coins and tablets, 
which can be found in the Municipal 
Museum, testify to the presence of the 

: Romans in Torres Vedras and suggest the 

building is hueh older. Rebuilt by King Monso ations after the conquest from the Moors, it was enlarged at 
' the end of the 13” century by King Dinis. 

re: lores Vedras Castle In 1373 King Fernando ordered it to be ii and in 1516 King Manuel | reconstructed the castle. Remaining 


PLACES TO VISIT: 
o The City 
e The Outskirts 


o Beaches 


° Torres Vedras awh 


: from this time is the lancet arch doorway capped by the Manuelin national arms, flanked by armillary spheres, 
e Palacio de D. Maria Se Benedita (palace) o Forte de São Vicente (fort) and Linhas de Torres. and adorned by the Cross of Christ. 
(So ial Wellare Centre of Runa) (grou of fortifications) In the 16" century it was again repaired by Jodo Soares de Alarcão e Melo, chief commander of Torres Vedras. 

g P In 1810 the Castle became a fort of the Linhas de Torres, and in December 1846 it served as the barracks for 

acer Municipal Leonel Trindade (municipal museum) œ Termas do Vimeiro (natural spas) the troops of the Count of Bonfim, which resulted in it being badly lll og by an explosion in the gunpowder 
> storeroom. 

e Convento de Santo Antonio do Varatojo (convent) e Chafariz dos Canos (spring) The walls of the old town, hitherto a defensive enclosure, dcappeared amod completely. However in 1830 the 
Š loreja de Santa Maria do Castelo (church) e Termas dos Cucos (natural spas) stretches to the east and the north were rebuilt. Today only vestiges of the east part of the Castle remain. Within 


the area enclosed by the belt of walls is the church /greja de Santa Maria do Castelo. 
© Igreja de São Pedro (church) Convento da Graca (convent) , 


{ 


The construction of the Linhas de Torres began in November 


l | two baroque spouts. 


CHAFARIZ DOS CANOS - 3 
In the historical centre of the city one can find the 
_ most characteristic construction of Torres Vedras. It is 
| known to have existed as far back as 1331, and was 
rebuilt in 1561 by Princess Maria, daughter of King 
i Manuel |, and restored in 1831. It consists of a co- 
vered pavilion with crossed arches, and bands covering 
conical brackets. 
| Lancet arches are on the face of the pavilion. Topping 
i the structure are turrets and battlements dating from 
the 16" century. The interior is occupied by a tank with 


CONVENTO DA GRAÇA -5 

Founded in the 16" century by Santo Agostinho hermits, the 
convent is today occupied in part by the Municipal Museum. The 
church maintains its former splendour and is rich in carved 
wood and baroque images, particularly from the first half of the 
17" century. In the church porch the walls are lined with ashlars 
of 18"-century hand-painted tiles. The Main Entrance Hall has 
some panels, also from the 18" century, depicting the life of São 
Gonçalo, who was the prior of the original Convento dos 
Agostinhos i in Torres Vedras, which preceded the current buil- 
ding. The passage to the church then leads us to cross a wing of 
the cloister with arches and wide ashlars of hand-painted tiles, 
dated to 1725, illustrating the life of the Friar Aleixo de Meneses. 
The church, with a single nave, is covered with a monumental 
and welllit vaulted roof. 

The chancel is dominated by the huge retable from the early 17" 
century. It contains remarkable wood sculptures, especially the 
images of Santa Gertrudes Magna and Santa Francisca Romana, 
works typical of the 17" century. To the right a small recess in 
the wall contains the tomb of São Gonçalo (1422), with a curi- 
ous trunk bearing the figure of the saint on the lid. Four chapels 
on each side are in the body of the church, with fine examples of 
gold-coloured woodcarving, images and tomb inscriptions with 
beautiful heraldic pieces. 

This excellent church also possesses an ashlar of hand-painted 
tiles on the floor, and on the choir veranda a valuable marble 
crucifix (17" century), and two wood carved pulpits dating back 
to the 18" century, when most of the main improvements were 
made. 


FORTE DE SAO VICENTE 
AND LINHAS DE TORRES - 4 
The Forte de Sao Vicente is located on 
top of one of the highest hills that 
encircle the valley where the city of 
Torres Vedras lies. 

it is formed by an interesting set of 
pits, trenches, slopes and firing posi- 
tions, which have the same layout as in the time of the third French invasion. 

ft began to be built in 1809 and was part of the group of fortifications that came to be known as Linhas 
de Torres Vedras. 

The main purpose of this military construction was to defend Lisbon. The intention 
was to create, upon proposal by Wellington, a system of fortifications that 
would reinforce the natural obstacles and at the same time allow 
communication with the sea, thus enabling a possible withdrawal 
by the English in the event of defeat. 


1809 and formed a set of 152 fortifications, placed at strategic 

or high points. 

When they were occupied in 1810, there were only 108 forts, as 
the works did not finish until 1812. 

The Forte de São Vicente was one of the most fortified points of 
the Linhas de Torres Vedras, containing 39 firing outlets and capa- 
city for 2,000 men, and together with the castle, which contained 11 fi- 
ring outlets, constituted the two strongholds of the town, to which a closed ; 
battery was added, next to Varatojo. The lines then followed the south band of. 
the Sizandro up to the sea. This river at the time became practically unsur- 
passable, given that to accentuate its already, treacherous flow, sluice. gates were . 
built to retain the water. ; 
It can be stated that the Linhas de Torres Vedras, of which the Forte de São 
Vicente was the principal stronghold, played an important role in halting the march 
of the French. Although they reached very near the Lines, after personally observing 
them and the difficulty in surmounting the barrier, the troops began their withdrawal 
from the Iberian Peninsula, with the Portuguese-British forces in hot pursuit. 


IGREJA DE SANTA MARIA DO CASTELO 
This ancient building has managed to conserve its Romanic Doorway, with 

archivolt and capitals. It is thought to have been built at the start of the 12" 
century. Its interior is rich in paintings, such as the 17"-century Resurrection 


TORRES VEDRAS 


AQUEDUCT 

Upon leaving Torres Vedras, on the road 
to Runa, one comes across a work 
whose date of construction is not defini- 
tively known, but mention is made of it 
in 1561 in historical texts. 

It has two rows of arches, spread over 
more than two kilometres. 

It has undergone several reconstruction 
and restoration works, especially in the 
18" century, and more recently in 

1990. 


6 - IGREJA 

DE SÃO PEDRO 
The most important 
church in the city, it was 
rebuilt in the 16" century 
and conserves on the 
façade a beautiful door- 
way, of Manuelin style, 
with renaissance decora- 
tion, capped by a shield 
showing the arms of 
Queen Maria, wife of King 
Manuel |. The church has 
3 naves with the walls 
lined in hand-painted tiles 
from various epochs. 


“a 


Panel and in the chancel the Ascension from the 16" century. 


Mustu 
MUNICIPAL 
LEONEL 


TRINDADE - 8 


Torres Vedras Municipal 
Museum was founded on 
21 June 1929, based on a 


set of collections represent- 


ing the artistic and histori- 
cal value of Torres Vedras, 
having initially been a 
small but noteworthy 
museum of Ancient Art. 
In 1989 it was transferred 
to the old Convento de 

“Nossa Senhora da Graça. 
In recent years, archaeo- 
logical research, systema- 
tic collection and nu- 
merous donations have 
enriched the collection of 
the Museum. Its stock 
includes important: collec- 
tions of archaeology, epi- 
graphy, ancient painting, 

- sacred art, ceramics, 
glazed earthenware, porce- 
lain, hand-painted tiles, ` 
coins, medals, ethnogra- 
phy, mineralogy, palaeon- 


tology, contemporary paint- 


ing, as well as sections.’ 
dedicated to the munici- 

` pality and the famous 
Linhas de Torres. 


7- CONVENTO 
DE SANTO ANTONIO 
DO VARATOJO 

Founded in 1470, upon the wish se 
and devotion of King Afonso V to the Order of Saint Francis, it was 


-bequeathed benefits in the reign of King Jodo Ill. It was further enlarged in 


the 17" and 18" centuries and between 1903 and 1906 a new floor was 
built. From the original layout the façade and a lancet arch doorway 
remain. On the façade to the right is the cast of King Afonso V surrounded 
by the cordon of Saint Francis, and to the left is a gothic relief in marble 
depicting the arms of the kingdom supported by two angels. The Convent 
Church has a single nave, without transept and the walls are lined with 
18"-century hand-painted tiles. 

The side altars are lined in baroque woodcarving and have a banquet of 
embedded marble figures. 


The chancel i is the richest area of the Church, due both to its vaulted roof -~ 


with panels and the coating of 18"-century hand-painted tiles depicting 


scenes from the life of Santo Antonio. The upper part is laden with four- i 
panels from the late 16" century, illustrating the Annunciation, the Wor- ` 
shiping of the Three Magi, the Worshiping of the Shepherds and the ~ 


; Apparition of Christ. In the centre a painting depicts Santo Antonio, before 
the Virgin Mary who is handing him Baby. Jesus. In the sacristy pride of 


place goes to the two panels from the 17" century, the “Miracle of the: ©. a 
Mule” and the “Pentecost”, and the 18"-century hand-painted tiles, several“. 
wall cabinets and a large 17"-century chest. se ayer 
The typical. gothic cloister has two floors, with a lancet arch arcade res- oe fee 


i ting on.columns. On.the ground floor the ceiling is decorated with the 


emblem of King Jodo V, the cast, accompanied by the Franciscan assem--. <~: 
= blage. In the north wing, a Manuelin doorway leads to the Capelado 3.3") 
= Senhor Jesus, lined with diamond point hand-painted tiles. This is the : 

~~ pantheon of the noble Soares de Alarcdo family, who were the chief 


commanders of Torres Vedras in the 16" and 17" centuries, 
The cloister also 3 contains the recess of Santo António with multi- 


= The Na also contains marvellous 18*-century hand-painted 
tiles, and several paintings of interest, especially the Frei António das 
Chagas. Also of note is the chapel Capela de Nossa Senhora do 
a Sobreiro, in front of the entrance to the 
church, built in 1777. Its interior is dominated 
by gold-coloured woodcarving, marble and 
columns, whose shafts contain plaques imita- 
ting lapis lazuli. The high choir contains hand- 
painted tiles with purple and yellow frames 
depicting scenes from the life of the Virgin 
Mary and the birth of Christ. 


has come to be known as the “Queen's Lodgings” which 


TERMAS DO VMRG 
Vimeiro spas, existing since 1896, are ie 
located in the village of Maceira.’ 


bicarbonate waters, with their tempera- 

.. ture fluctuating between 25.7°C and aoe | 

cite 25.99 C E E, ` do Seixo - classified as a “Golden Beach” - and further to the 

. Located: 500 m West of the spas is the 

coloured hand-painted tiles.: ~~ is a mix of chloride, sodium and bicar- 
~~ bonate.: 


PALACIO DE D. MARIA FRANCISCA BENEDITA - 9 
(Social Welfare Centre of Runa) 

Delightfully designed in the neoclassical style of the epoch by 
the architect José da Costa e Silva, the building was built 
upon orders by Princess Maria Francisca Benedita, sister of 
Queen Maria | and widow of Prince José, to accommodate 
maimed soldiers. The work, according to the inscription on 
the façade, began on 18 June 1792 and continued until 
1827, resulting in a monumental building whose façade 
measures approximately 100 m in length. 

At the centre of the building is the austere and noble 
entrance into the church, forming a peristyle. The 
church has a short nave or body and a large 
transept in which the tops are caped in a semicircle, 
with the whole dominated by a dome. The recesses are mpm ree g = “mony 
filled with neoclassical sculptures made from Carrara mar: i 
ble. The church also has a high and valuable gold-plated »...; 


silver monstrance, embedded with precious stones. Also paaa] 
of interest to the visitor is the Royal Rostrum, whose win- , [ee 
dows on the first floor give the best view over the inside of i ti 
the church. Today as a hall it displays several Portuguese v4 98 
and foreign paintings of value. The three Portuguese pa- p fapaen” t i 
nels from the first half of the 16" century stand out, : SETST 

depicting São Luis, King of France, São João Baptista and sci a . ‘ soa 
Sao Jerónimo, São Bento and Santo Ambrósio, and a Yngaren ; Serana 


painting showing Santo António and the Baby Jesus, by 
Vieira Lusitano. Another wing of the building houses what 


conserve the neoclassical decoration of the walls, and in 
the main hall, a portrait of Queen Maria |. 


The four springs contain hypothermal, =f ==" BEACHES 
hyposaline, sodium chloride and mixed The council of Torres Vedras has magnificent beaches. We high- 

light Santa Cruz beach as the most cosmopolitan and'that 
which has the most extensive tract of sand. Next to this |s Praia 


North the Praia de Santa Rita and Porto Novo. To the South is 
Praia Azul, with an uncommonly peaceful environment followed 
by the picturesque beaches of Cambelas and Assenta. 


spring Fonte dos Frades, whose water 


These waters are used both for the 
bathing complex (recommended for 
dyspepsia, hyperacid complaints, der- 
matitis and hepatobiliary ailments) and 
for commercial sale. The bathing com- 
plex includes quality hotels, swimming 
pools, a horse-riding centre, golf 
courses and tennis courts. 

Spa season: from 1 June to 30 
September. 


